\vorried and ageing lines the list year had engraved ci that
familiar face. Compared with him, Henry Carter, \vho
couldn't be much younger, Icoked 25 if he c^:::e from a
d::Tere::t generation. But Carter, t^o, Kancl.^ nc K~rr,% \vas
worried tonight and Mabc:, who loved h;r father ~-:th a
s:rong, lenient and almost motherly affection, had noticed
it the moment she had entered the bo::. ""Anything: \vrcn^3
Henry?" she asked him under her breath, pushing her chair
closer to his. uXo, not at all, Funk, nj-t at all, my girl/*
he ansxvered, slipping an easy smile over his face. '"Is Marina
making trouble again?" she asked and Kenry h:anp his head.
Marina \vas a young lady in the Metropolitan ballet,, the last
in Henry's vast collection of favourites, and the most deter-
mined. The letters she \rrote him and the thinp? she told
him were not far from being sheer blackmail. Henry Carter
had been blackmailed before by pretty gold-dicreers and had
ahvays taken it as a good joke, as somethir.z natural and to
be expected. But Marina \vent a bit too far and Henry \vas
ven- vulnerable just now. He could not <Lvord to have a
scandal break loose, which rnicht rain everything: Mabel's
engagement and marriage with young Peter, the association
betTvveen the ambitious Carters and the arrogant Johnsons,
the crowning conclusion of a long climb up the social ladder.
Mabel gave her father a friendly and protecting pat and
returned her attention to the stage. Just now she could not
be bothered with Henry's silly little difSculries; why must
he ahvays get himself in some jam? She had to watch Bob
IMarsh. The moment the curtain came down and the applause
began, she clapped frantically. She looked around proudly,
for to her it seemed that all this cheering sncl hand-clapping
centred around Bob. It was fj:s opera, it was ,5;> success. It
annoyed her when for three or four calls Kati Lanik came
out all by herself to rake in the applause. Only after The
Boys down there called for him, she returned the fifth time
leading Bob out with her and letting him have a share of it.
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